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justifying them were not lacking, in particular the idea of a
national mission. The fact that the Roman Empire was now in
the hands of the Germans filled these with great pride and gave
rise to various theories about their title to world-dominion.
German writers declared that the Empire was given to the
Germans, the supreme Priesthood to the Italians and leadership
in learning to the French. This mission alone, however, did not
satisfy the ambitions of those Frenchmen who were inspired by
the idea of a great and powerful France. A typical representa-
tive of this party was the royal legist Pierre Dubois.1 He was a
pupil of Thomas Aquinas and it is perhaps the influence of his
master which appears in his emphasis on peace as the highest
good, and in his plans for a federation of all Christian rulers
and an international Court for the maintenance of peace, and for
a common crusade against the Turks. But he widely diverges
from St. Thomas by his attempt to vindicate world domination,
or at least supremacy in Europe, for the King of France, and
by his suggestion of a great aggrandisement of French domination
at the expense of the Pope, Germany and Spain.
The problem of the national character also aroused the atten-
tion of mediaeval writers. In the thirteenth century the English
Minorite Bartholomew, a distinguished.scholar, was for some time
a professor in Germany and in France, and described the char-
acter of many European peoples.2 The Germans seemed to him
particularly fierce and warlike, though he excepts the peoples
of the Rhinelands, the Low Lands and Misnia, the present
Saxony, who were civilized. Roger Bacon was struck by the
differences in national character which obtained even between
neighbouring peoples such as the Picards, French, Normans,
Flemings and English. He came to the conclusion that the
diversity was due to the constellation of the stars.8 Towards the
close of the Middle Ages humanism and the rise of national
sentiment greatly stimulated the interest in these problems.
The mediaeval view that the whole of Christianity formed one
people was often contradicted by fierce struggles ; but it was not
entirely without influence on the relations between the peoples.
The scholastics and publicists treated problems of international
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